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SBAE Response to the Master Plan Chapter 5

1. The growth predictions assume a linear growth in the number of people wishing to use air travel.
The popularity of air travel today is largely as a result of low price, affordable air fares.  Competition
between airlines has helped to reduce air fares.  However, the low price of air fares is also due to relief from
taxation that is levied on other forms of transport.  The price of air fares looks set to rise as the political
will gathers pace to restore a more equitable share of taxation on aviation and also as a means to help
reduction in CO2 emissions.  Rising air fares, coupled with an increasing social conscience about global
climate change, could suppress the future demand for air travel. The trajectory of aviation growth is non-
linear and there is uncertainty in the forecasts.  There is a risk that the forecasts in support of the Master
Plan will not be realised.

2. The forecasts should be reviewed and adjusted to take into account the impact of factors associated
with the need for aviation to meet climate change requirements.


