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1. The Master Plan identifies that some businesses surveyed were sceptical about the economic value
of air travel.  Academic research by Professor John Whitelegg at Liverpool John Moore's University
provides an analysis that challenges the Government's economic arguments in its Air Transport White
Paper.  There is sufficient uncertainty over the economic benefits of BIA to the South West region that the
claims of the Master Plan must be brought into question and treated with caution and scepticism.

2. The labour force and skill base for the far South West is largely in support of the region's
traditional industries of agriculture, fishing, tourism and mining.  By contrast, the north of the region has
a strong tradition of manufacturing industries and technology.  Investment will go to areas where there is
an available workforce with plentiful skills required by industry.  The far South West is unlikely to attract
significant inward investment due to the lack of a sufficiently large industrial and commercial skill base.
BIA will not therefore contribute to the development and employment in the far South West.

3. BIA should publish the detailed results of their employee survey.  The results should include the
distribution of incomes for airport employees.  The histogram would probably indicate that the majority of
airport employees are on low incomes, working in retailing, catering and other ground services.  Further
research is required to determine the rate at which people in South Bristol will take up employment that
pays near to the minimum wage.  There is a risk that low wage jobs, with unsocial hours, will not attract
the local indigenous population.  Instead, transient migrant workers are more likely to be attracted.

4. It is unclear whether the relatively large proportion of flight deck and cabin crew for airlines based
at BIA should be included in the employee headcount.  Flight deck and cabin crew may also be residents
outside of the region.

5. The need for a hotel at BIA is not established.  Airport hotels typically accommodate passengers
in transit.  There is no suggestion that BIA will be a hub for interconnecting international services. Aircrew
whose airlines are based at BIA will not use the hotel. Aircrew from international airlines and who need to
stay overnight will prefer to stay in central Bristol hotels.  The hotel is not a viable proposal and therefore
employment figures for the hotel should be omitted from the totals.  However, if the hotel were to be built
there is a risk that it would take some of the limited number of overnight air passengers from existing local
hotels.

6. Regardless of the breakdown into leisure categories, the overwhelming majority of flights from
BIA is for leisure purposes, non-business flights.  The popularity of flights for leisure is due largely to the
relatively low price and affordability of air fares.  While air fares to European destinations remain low,
people will choose air travel over other forms.  More flights will keep air fares low and this will attract
more and more people to European destinations.  Money that would have been spent in the region will
otherwise be spent abroad through different forms of leisure, including second-home owners.  The growth
of inward tourism to the South West by European visitors will not be increased significantly through BIA.
Foreign visitors to the UK prefer cities and to use London as their base to travel the regions.  Bristol is
unlikely to become a significant holiday base location.

7. The social and health benefit to people of international travel is not readily quantifiable.



8. Bristol has an established strong economy.  The properity of its citizens has enabled BIA to
expand.  The future expansion of BIA will be on the back of the strong local economy.  BIA is not a
significant factor in building the strength of the local economy.  Bristol has shown that a strong local
economy can be grown and sustained without the need of a large international airport.

9. The political debate about taxation on aviation is gathering pace.  Serious political parties are
concerned about the need to apply a brake to the expansion of air travel and taxation is seen as one lever
that should be applied.  There is a feeling that aviation has benefitted from tax relief disproportionately
compared to other transport sectors.  Government will need to review the whole question of aviation
expansion and ensure that the right measures, including reasonable taxation and carbon trading, are
introduced to enable some control.


