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1. The Master Plan identifies that some businesses surveyed were sceptical about the economic value
of air travel. Academic research by Professor John Whitelegg at Liverpool John Moore's University
providesananalysishatchallengeghe Government'@conomicargumentsn its Air TransportWhite

Paper. Thereis sufficientuncertaintyoverthe economicbenefitsof BIA to the SouthWestregionthatthe

claimsof the MasterPlanmustbe broughtinto questionandtreatedwith cautionandscepticism.

2. Thelabourforce andskill basefor thefar SouthWestis largelyin supportof theregion's
traditionalindustriesof agriculture fishing, tourismandmining. By contrastthe north of theregionhas
a strongtradition of manufacturingndustriesandtechnology. Investmenwill goto areasvherethereis
anavailableworkforcewith plentiful skills requiredby industry. The far SouthWestis unlikely to attract
significantinwardinvestmentueto the lack of a sufficiently largeindustrialandcommerciakkill base.
BIA will notthereforecontributeto the developmenandemploymenin thefar SouthWest.

3. BIA shouldpublishthe detailedresultsof their employeesurvey. Theresultsshouldincludethe
distributionof incomesfor airportemployees.The histogramwould probablyindicatethatthe majority of
airportemployeesreon low incomesworking in retailing, cateringandothergroundservices.Further
researchs requiredto determinethe rateat which peoplein SouthBristol will takeup employmenthat
paysnearto the minimumwage. Thereis arisk thatlow wagejobs, with unsocialhours,will notattract
thelocalindigenouspopulation. Instead transientmigrantworkersaremorelikely to be attracted.

4. It is unclear whether the relatively large proportion of flight deck and cabin crew for airlines based
atBIA shouldbeincludedin the employeeneadcount.Flight deckandcabincrewmayalsoberesidents
outsideof theregion.

5. Theneedfor ahotelat BIA is notestablished Airport hotelstypically accommodatpassengers
in transit. Thereis no suggestiorthatBIA will beahubfor interconnectingnternationalservicesAircrew
whoseairlinesarebasedat BIA will notusethehotel. Aircrew from internationakirlinesandwho needto
stayovernightwill preferto stayin centralBristol hotels. The hotelis not a viable proposalandtherefore
employmenfiguresfor the hotel shouldbe omittedfrom the totals. However,if the hotelwereto be built
thereis arisk thatit would takesomeof the limited numberof overnightair passengersom existinglocal
hotels.

6. Regardlessf the breakdowrinto leisurecategoriesthe overwhelmingmajority of flights from

BIA is for leisurepurposesnon-businesflights. The popularityof flights for leisureis duelargelyto the
relatively low price and affordability of air fares. While air fares to European destinations remain low,
peoplewill chooseair traveloverotherforms. More flights will keepair fareslow andthis will attract
moreandmorepeopleto Europeardestinations.Moneythatwould havebeenspentin theregionwill

otherwise be spent abroad through different forms of leisure, including second-home owners. The growth
of inwardtourismto the SouthWestby Europearvisitorswill notbeincreasedignificantlythroughBIA.
Foreignvisitorsto the UK prefercitiesandto useLondonastheir baseto traveltheregions. Bristol is

unlikely to becomea significantholiday baselocation.

7. Thesocialandhealthbenefitto peopleof internationakravelis not readily quantifiable.



8. Bristol hasan establishedgtrongeconomy. The properityof its citizenshasenabledBIA to
expand. Thefuture expansiorof BIA will be onthebackof the stronglocal economy.BIA is nota
significantfactorin building the strengthof the local economy. Bristol hasshownthata stronglocal
economycanbe grownandsustainedvithout the needof a largeinternationakirport.

9. The political debateabouttaxationon aviationis gatheringpace. Seriouspolitical partiesare

concerned about the need to apply a brake to the expansion of air travel and taxation is seen as one lever
thatshouldbe applied. Thereis a feelingthataviationhasbenefittedfrom tax relief disproportionately
comparedo othertransportsectors.Governmentvill needto reviewthewhole questionof aviation

expansion and ensure that the right measures, including reasonable taxation and carbon trading, are
introducedto enablesomecontrol.



