
BIA Master Plan Ð Development Requirements to 2015
SBAE Response to the Master Plan Chapter 7

1.   There is a strong feeling of unease about BIA's aims to reduce or minimise the impact of airport
growth on the surrounding communities.  Airport growth will be driven by BIA's commercial objectives.
The needs of the business will outweigh BIA's concerns for the surrounding communities.  There is a risk
that airport expansion will cause harm to surrounding communities through further loss of peace,
tranquility and quality of life, regardless of the regulatory or legislative measures that may be imposed on
BIA.

2. A major problem for BIA is access and the lack of a mass transit system.  A rail link to the
airport is not feasible.  Road is the only feasible way to the airport.  A viable solution to airport parking
has not been established.  The proposed expansion of parking space includes the unacceptable use Green
Belt land.  Owing to the intractable problem of managing the road traffic density that would be caused by
the proposed airport expansion, the Master Plan in its current form must be rejected.

3. Peak aircraft movement rates of 30 per hour are indicated, i.e. one take-off and landing every 2
minutes.  Operating at or near this frequency increases the risk of accidents.  BIA must ensure that a
thorough safety case is presented to CAA as part of the Master Plan.  Delays in landings or take-offs would
cause a build up in air traffic in the control area and at the airport.  There is a risk that such an increase in
intensity in operations and queuing will increase noise disturbance and air pollution levels.  Aircraft
movement rates must be capped to ensure airport spare capacity and to limit noise and pollution.

4. BIA's case for an on-site hotel is weak.  For example, the energy consumption and carbon
emissions associated with the building and operation of the hotel will exceed by far the claim of off-setting
the effects of road transport.  The hotel is not necessary and its adverse environmental impact strongly
suggests that the proposal must be rejected.

5. The flight paths into and from BIA and linking to the national airways show that very large
swathes of Bristol lie beneath these routes.  The skies above Bristol are set to become much busier with
the BIA expansion plan.  Aircraft occasionally fly lower than the designated altitudes and there is a risk
that the incidence of noise infringments will increase significantly.


