
BIA Master Plan
SBAE Comments on Master Plan Summary

1. The employment statistics need to be carefully analysed to determine the net contribution that the
expansion would make to the quality of work and income levels.  No analysis is provided of the
distribution of salaries for airport workers.  However, it is generally believed that the majority of the
working population is in the service sector, e.g. retailing, catering and cleaning.  This sector is
characterised by low earnings.  Current Bristol International Airport vacancies are mainly for retailing
outlets and the wages are close to the Minimum Wage.  There is a risk that the low paid jobs will not be
taken up by the indigenous population but will instead be acceptable to migrant workers.   Rather than
supporting local communities, there is a risk that the airport will draw in migrant workers who will
increase the pressure on local housing and services.  Low paid workers will not enrich the local economy
through the supply chain significantly.

2. An analysis of the "leakage" of air passengers to airports outside of the region should be provided.
For example, the multitude of destinations offered by airlines operating outside of the region attract
passengers to services that could not be provided from BIA.  A proportion of journeys by road are
undertaken by relatively fuel efficient coaches and by rail.  There is considerable scope for improvement in
these public transport options.

3. The claim that the business community says that the expansion is vital to the economic expansion
of the South West is unfounded.  Some businesses do not support this claim.

4. The predicted passenger growth of 9 million by 2015 is now uncertain due to the possible
reduction in air travel as a result of a social conscience towards aviation's impact on climate change plus
curbing aviation through regulation or fiscal measures imposed by government.

5. If the predictions for passenger growth and aircraft movements are realised there is a risk that, at
the peak periods, the frequency of aircraft movements could exceed the five or six movements per hour
increase stated and furthermore, safe operating limits of the runway and taxiways could be exceeded.

Development Requirements for 2015

6. The proposal for increased car parking contradicts BIA's claim of sustainable growth.  Increasing
road traffic is not part of a sustainable transport policy.  Instead, alternative mass transport systems, such
as light rail, should be part of a sustainable development.

Environmental Impact

7. Reduction in noise levels from individual aircraft alone overlooks the noise disturbance caused by
the increasing the number of aircraft movements.  The routes for air traffic control in the Bristol area
overfly large areas of the city.  There is a risk that aircraft noise and more aircraft overflying will deteriorate
the relative peace and tranquility for a large number of citizens.

Air Quality



8. The air quality will deteriorate as a result of increased aviation fuel burn and road traffic. There is
a risk that there will be an adverse effect and increased incidence to people who are susceptable to
respiratory illnesses.

Climate Change

9. BIA operations produce a significant amount of greenhouse gas emissions, contributing  to global
climate change.   BIA must comply with a local, regional and national strategy, bearing its share to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in meeting the nation's international commitment on climate change.

Surface Access

10. The A38/A370 Link Road and South Bristol Ring Road are controversial road developments.
The detrimental social, environmental and cost impacts of the development on the people of Bristol must
not be dismissed in favour of improved road access to BIA.


